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Sports Round Up  
Netball  

Congratulations to Ariana Ratana and 

McKenzie Karekare for being selected for the 

Year 8 Whakatane Representative team.   The 

team will be participating in various U15 

tournaments throughout the country as a build 

up to the U15 Nationals Netball tournament in 

New Plymouth from  8-11 July. 

 

Congratulations also to Ameria Hillman (Year 7 Elite squad) 

and Faith Herbert (Year 7 development squad) both 

representing Whakatane Reps and will be participating in 

tournaments throughout the country within the next two terms.  

Senior netball kicked off 1st April  for the Whakatane senior 

netball open day.   We had two senior teams entered into this 

competition.   Our top senior 1 team contested the top strong 

premier grade to help strengthen resilience and experience 

tougher games.   Our senior 2 team  

contested the collegiate grade and 

the junior 1 team entered into the 

Presidents tournament (formally Mark 

Harawira tournament) Sunday 2nd 

April  and faced teams from as far as 

Gisborne and Thames gaining some 

vast court time and mileage.  

 

Eastern Bay Swimming Champs  

The following seven students all qualified for EBOP 

swimming champs held at the Whakat Ƒne Aqua centre 

on the  22nd March.  

 
Kevin O'Brien  

Nikia Davies   

Nivaloh Elliot  

Courtney Garner  

Milan Milosevic  

Misha Ruri 

Eve Broughton  

and gained the following results : -  

 

Open 3x Length Freestyle        

11YRS Nivaloh Elliot  - 2nd in final  

1 Length Freestyle    

11 YRS          Nivaloh Elliot        1st in finals 

12 YRS         Nikia Davis          2nd in finals  

12 YRS          Kevin OõBrien     3rd in finals  

11YRS           Nivaloh Elliot       2nd in finals  

12YRS           Nikia Davis           2nd in finals  

1 x Length Breast Strok  

12 YRS          Eve Broughton     1st in finals 

1 x Length Butterfly  

11 YRS          Nivaloh Elliot    2nd in finals     

12YRS           Nikia Davis       2nd in finals   

4 x Length Medley Straight Finals  

12 YRS            Nikia Davis         3rd in finals  

Volleyball Nationals  

From the 26th March to 1April. Two Senior Volleyball teams 

attended the New Zealand Secondary Schools Nationals 

tournament in Palmerston North. The boys were seeded 29th in 

the top 32 and after a week of the competition remained in 

that position. Some excellent volleyball was played and two 

good wins against Marlborough Boys and Sir Edmund Hillary 

Collegiate meant they finished the week with two solid wins.  

The girls team played in Division 5 and finished 8th. Tidy 

structured Volleyball saw the girls with some memorable wins 

and they should be in a good position for next years 

competition.  

Special Thanks to: Mercury, MWG Hammer Hardware, Jones 

and Cole Electrical, Inline builders  

 

  

 

11 April  

WhƑnau Advisory Group Hui 

5:30pm Staffroom  

 

13 April  

End of Term 1  

 

1 May  

Beginning Term 2  

 

Reminder 
Please drive carefully and safely when picking up 

students from outside of the school. 
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Tarawera High Schoolõs Professional Development e-Learning Leader and Project Manager for 

the Te Aka Toitǆ Trust, Mr Sam Gibson, has been selected to go to an Innovation Academy to be 

held at Google Headquarters in Covent Garden, London this April 19th -21st. 

 

The only candidate selected from Australasia, Mr Gibson will be joining 35 other certified educa-

tors from around the world who will be looking at how to unlock creativity, translate insights into 

solutions, experiment and build an effective innovation culture in schools and organisations. Mr 

Gibson was chosen based on his professional experience, his passion for teaching and learning,  

his innovative use of technology in school settings and his potential impact on other  educators.  

 

Participants of the Innovation Academy will come away with valuable tools and the beginnings of an Innovation Project based o n 

their vision. With the help of Google, Mr Gibsonõs vision will drive a shift in education and be documented for other educators to fol-

low. The Certified Innovators are ambassadors for change and empower other educators and students. They want to transform the  

world by tackling complex opportunities to develop new -to -the -world solutions. Mr Gibsonõs vision is based around what we are do-

ing with Te Aka Toitǆ and he is also trying to encourage teachers to create collaborative, multi-level 

sites that allow our students to access their work anywhere, anytime and at any pace.  

 

Mr Gibson has been an integral part of the establishment of e -Learning at Tarawera High, going back 

to 2014. He has implemented many Google programmes for students and staff. Through his Google 

Knowledge and many initiatives, such as the Te Aka Toitǆ Trust, Mr Gibson has been able to share this 

expertise not just to Tarawera High School students but all students of Kawerau.  

 

Already a Google Certified Educator and a Google for Education Certified Trainer, Mr Gibson is look-

ing forward to adding Google for Education Certified Innovator to one of his many roles.  

 

For more information on the Google for Education Certified Innovator Pro-

gram, please visit www.certifiedinnovators.com  
 

Head Boys join ranks  

 

 

After such recent devastation in Edgecumbe and the students from the 

College being displaced, we were delighted to be able to host Edge-

cumbe College Head Boy, Rongo Kohai within our school. It is not often 

that a school has 2 Head Boys from different schools but this week we 

are pleased to be able to Ƒwhi Rongo and assist him to continue with his 

learning while his school is closed. Further students from the Edgecumbe 

College will be welcomed as they arrive and be accommodated in 

classes until their school is able to reopen.  
Mrs Helen Tuhoro  

PRINCIPAL 

Important Dates  

Ariana Ratana  

Dawn Hohua  

Whaea Marissa, Whaea Teresa,  

Mr Gibson  

Iraia Nuku, Rongo Kohai  

http://www.certifiedinnovators.com


Top School Team and Cheerleaders  

What an amazing show of MANA at the Top School 

competition at Awakeri last weekend. We are indebted to Mrs 

Edwina OõBrien and Ms Raiha Tarewa for their preparation and 

coaching of our team who came 4 th in the Year 7/8 division 

beating 6 other teams. Many hours of training went into this 

event and the team coped with poor weather and extremely 

difficult conditions. Their support crew in the form of 

cheerleaders, also did themselves proud, under the watchful 

eye of tutor Mrs Jarrah Burns and manager Mr Matt Melvin. 

Adapting to small spaces and weather bombs they continued 

on till the bitter end and this determination saw them take out 

shared 1 st prize. 

Breakfast Club 2017  

The Breakfast Club has started up again 

for 2017 with students getting behind the 

initiative. Thank you to JJ Rika for 

o v e r s e e i n g  a n d 

coordinating the club this 

year, and a big thanks 

goes to Head Boy, Iraia Nuku a Breakfast Club 

regular who keeps the toast flowing and milo 

hot! Another favourite are the police smoothies 

on a Tuesday! Come along to the Hospitality 

Suite, Mon. - Thurs. 7:50- 8:10 am.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacting Students  

WhƑnau - If you need to contact students 

during school hours, please call the office. 

Contacting them on their mobile phones is 

very disruptive to their learning.  

 

Music  

On the of 3rd April we were lucky 

enough to have Hani Tatorewa in 

school for the day. Hani was the 

original keyboardist for Katchafire. 

Hani worked with music students 

from the Musicians hub and the 

Music Media hub. In the morning 

he ran workshops for the year 11 students on guitar and 

keyboard skills and chords for writing songs. In the afternoon 

he worked with individual bands and groups who are working 

on songs for Pacifica Beats or Rock quest.  

Thanks to the NZ Music  Commission for making this day 

possible.  

 

Athletics  

Our very own Renata Te Rire who 

took out the school athletics 

Javelin title, went on to place at 

the BOP Champs and has now 

taken our 1 st place at the Waikato 

regionals, sending him on his way 

to the National Secondary School 

Championships in New Plymouth, 

April 7 -9. Renataõs throw at the 

Waikato Champs was 41 metres 

with the 2 nd  place only reaching 

37 metres. We wish Renata well in 

the weeks ahead, knowing he will 

do himself, his wh Ƒnau and the 

school proud.  

  

 

DRIVE Tarawera 

The DRIVE Tarawera programme has made 

a great start to 2017 continuing to enjoy a 

100% pass rate.  We welcome Mahanga 

Tai-Rakena, Brayden Tunui, Jasmine 

Thornton, Shemeen Te Riini and Irene Tarei 

onto our honours board of students who 

have achieved their Learners Licence.  

These students are now having regular òin-

caró lessons. 

 

A new addition to the programme is the 

incorporation of students at our Teen Parent Education Centre.    

Mr Channings now has three hours per week working with 

TPEC.  Having an appropriate driving licence is a necessity of 

life for all students.  

 

It is an exciting stage that DRIVE Tarawera is now into ð a 

steady stream of students achieving their learner licences and 

students working towards their Restricted Licence.  Do watch 

this space.  

 

Our grateful thanks continue for our wonderful sponsors ð 

AutoZone, Manna Support and òZó Kawerau.  Without your 

support and generosity this programme would still be on the 

òwish listó. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TE Aka Toitǆ 

Te Aka Toitǆ Trust would like to 

extend an invitation to parent/

caregivers to attend the AGM on 

Monday the 10th of April. This will 

be held at Kawerau Pǆtauaki 

School ( 87-89 Fenton Mill Rd) 

from 5.00pm.  
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Teen Parent Education Centre  

Students from TPEC have been exploring the local 

environment. They recently travelled to Opotiki to visit the 

museum and then to Hikataia domain for a walk to 

Taketakerau the 2000 year old tree.  

Then on to Lake Rotoma for a picnic and swim. The girls are in 

the process of finishing a cultural presentation which has 

involved a number of different ICT skills.  

 

Year 7 Rautahi Trip  

 

$50 Uniform Voucher  
All students enrolled between  

2 February - 17 February 2017  

uniform vouchers are available for  

collection at the office.  

Date & Time Event Comment 
Thursday 13 April  

2.00pm  

Liaison Visit  

AUT 
Jason Tutara  

Tuesday 2 May  
Liaison Visit  

WINTEC 

Amber 

Cardale  

Monday 8 May  
Tertiary Open Day  

Otago University  
Dunedin  

Sunday 7 May to  

Thursday 11 May  

On Campus Experience  

Otago University  
  

Monday 15 May  
Career Expo  

Eastern Bays  

Whakatane  

War Memorial  

Tuesday 16 May  

10:00am -6:00pm  

Careers Expo  

Rotorua  
 

Wednesday 17 May  

9:00am ð2:30pm  

Careers Expo  

Rotorua  
 

Wednesday 17 May  

11.00am  

Liaison Visit  

Otago University  
  

Thursday 18 May  Canterbury University  Amber Hay  

Renata Te Rire 

Sativa -Rain Ngaheu  

Miisha Ruri  

Isaac Holland  

Eve Broughton -Peri 

Mahanga Tai -Rakena, Hani Totewera  

Kaylah Morgan, Hani Totewera  


